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EDITORIAL 

Most ooople now accept that anarchism, if anythin-,, A, ,, 

iife rather than a valid politic alestance, so we find n under^tandab 
that! with few exceptions, NEAF .groups never do anythingapart .,rom occo- 
sional token gesturing and growling. What we do find^ surprising is that^ 

W free c4Ln.*c of ideas (and similar slogans) cannot even be 
t-.thorod -to contribute to the newsletter which vmc not 

MET*? a S' d^s»^profound thr.t they cannot bo circulated,^ 
lebt the Chomskys old Bookchins of thin world 

So not intond^o cc^imo cAms into the wilderness. Unless weroeexvo 

which we are euro all of you' dedicated anachisto will 
C A (aunt like, the lent one) and hand °-r the cooro arxat 
to whichever group wins what will no doubt be a he.ro- fought etru^-e 

the privilege. ^ ^ tallotin (and HSiiP) to continue, how about _ 

some contributions, xo. e..,am ic, » • ( which yo u could not afford 

aches about decision-making at the.Conicrencc t VWiio£ jv . d 

to attend)? What'o the latent on Drurxdgo Bay, Black Jake? Harrogate,, do 

you atill exist? IS AHTBODY OUT-THHRE? 

... NEAF RIP? • • 


1 Central Committee* 


OBITUARY 


•r» 


Herbert ^ ^ unroD . dablo prosof ( declaring thing 

historically inevitable after they had happened, Marcus* 10 now doa . o g 

may he remain so. ..... 

Tom. 

• '■ t • ■' *' . , • *■ 

niSCUSSlOH 

A r monbe’r of the BAH I would like to reply to the Hull .group's 
criticisms ot Zo BAMs Aims and Principles and sot the record stra.xght 

about who is or is not ell |n 1 “that°noints X (that DAM is a working 

+ \ p (^imin" to create a classless society) are conxra- 

diotor^Nibey Le not. Onoo you accept that only the working ctecorn 

create a classless society, it follows that any movement^whxch c.xm. 
ab0USil - Z workinfclaos^is uniouely^Nocd to teth ofertLow the class 

system anfinstituto a classless nooioty. It! * h< ^sition 

and therefore doesn't need ^. h ° °^ a °° d " runaia ° indus tryand working the land 

those of bosses ^-uorn*- tobh 
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Anr.rchism is a product of the class struggle, ("in historical term 
anarchism originated in the workers fight against capitalism in the last 
century" d. 6 Programme of the Federated Anarchisx Groups ox Italy) and 
anarchists have, in the past, accepted the central role.of xhe working 
cl ass in overthrowing the class,, system. , (’’Labour 1 c emancipation means at 
the same time the redemption of society", in a, chi eying, its freedom, the 
working class "will also have liberated the rest of mankind. Because of 
htis, the proletarian struggle•is the - struggle of everyone."p.5I-52 ABC 

of anarchs sm, A.Berkraan). ’ 

the fact that this is not immediately obvious to the comrades irom 

Hull prompts me to asks who do you see think are the agents of social . 

change? How do you see a free.and classless society (i.o. anarchy; coming 

about? , t , 

The Hull group say that point 3 "fails to tell us HOW?" Not sure- 

risin 5 *. ooint 4 does that. They then tell us that point 4 doesn’t, cither. 
But it docss "In order to bring about a new social ordor, THE HOxlKERS 
MUST TAKE OVER THE MEANS OP PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION". This, together 
withthc negative proposals (abolition of state, wage slavery etc.)^est¬ 
ablishes tho principles on which the new social order will bo based. . 

Theyalso complain that point 4 doesn’t toll--us-what ’THE now social 
order* might bo. No, but point 3 docs toll us that the present system . 
will bo replaced by "SELF*MAMAGED PRODUCTION PCD USE NOT PROFIT". V (xhis 
para, should come after sentence in capitals in previous p<xr^., then con 
tinuo...)) The Hull comrades should remember that those are•Aims ana- Prin¬ 
ciples, not an exact bluprint of how tho now society will work. 

Docs DAM accept students as members? Of course. Tho DAM already 
hasmembors who care not x*ago~earncrs (students like Paul Buckland, uncm- 
ployod like myself) which is why there are ’minimum* duos for^tho . 
unwaged. All members, however, must accept the Aims and Principles an 

the orientation towards the working class. • . .. 

"And what about dope-smokers?" Paul was writing as an individual 
member of the DAM expressing his individual viewpoint on the need tor^xhe 
DAM- and the need for po ople to join it. He was not writing as an oixicia.. 
spokesperson for the organization. His commorh s about poopie smoxing opo 
while others work and "self centred idiots" wno "are not anorc,rusts" arc 
his own affair and it is not up to mo to defend or explain onom .: _ 

• However, ho did sign his last article Paul Bucklano. FOR L.tEDS DM. 

I would i-ke to ooint out that the throe members of tho DAM in Lecas have 
nover met"together as a group. Leeds - DAM docs not, therefore, oxfst. Paul 
was not delegated by this non-existent group, or oy the other two DM 
members to write anything for Leeds DM and the first that wo xnew o^ 
it was when wo saw it in tho Bulletin. I presume it was a slip.of cho 
po n The debate that has been opened up•is•important 5 1 hope wo can 

continue it with as; little acrimony as possible. A 

Finally, as a member of the IUW? I’d-like go point cut- that t. •- 

IUV is not, as Paul states, aiming to become the British CNT. There arc ? 
important ideological and organizational differences between tno m-xo 

organizations. ., 

Tony Kearney. (DAM mem 



REPLY 


Since 


C" 


eems like a good timo 


to start a 


the bulletin is' so thin this month,it 

. - ' ' ; . 

theoretical .discussion of tho points raised by DAM,so here goes 


headbangers stop hero. ' 

What DM seems to be xxyixg presenting is a set of aims and principles 

which would have been more suited to the 19xh -cenxury chan tnoy ■.me to 

« .. 

^ . • , 

present- day society.This,is partly duo to a reliance on *anarchist tradition 
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If there In one thing that anarchists certainly don't need,it 1 s trar.dition. 

% 

M But we*ve always do no it this way is no justification fee of continuing fc 
•to do it this way* This, applies especially to MMs insistence on the working 
class as the only -agents of social change*The ro lo of. the working class in 
anarchism deserves a far deeper -.treatment .than can .he given here,hut 
a few points must he mentioned* 

First of all,what is thao working class?Wn have left behind the days of 
workers in rags ‘and capitalists in stove—pipe hats(tho it i>» utill poooiblc 
to point to instances of both*)A more realistic picture is of a spectrum of p 
people,at one end grinding- poverty,at the other,conspicuous wealth*Mo-one is 
gttB acHy totally a worker or t otally a•capitalistga worker with savings (or who 
•narticiDated-in a pension fund,now some of the most invstors in the country) 
is to that extent a capitalist*Also,with the growth of the salaried managerial 
class,and the huge number of non-productive workers in service industries,, 
the old nation of classes has become totally useless as an analytical 

tool* .. • 

• The Question of who id exploiting whom becomes even more confusing ’when wo 

look at the global•situation*The workers of Britain arc the capitalists of 

the world,relying-on the. slavery of S.Americans and. 3rd world inhabitants 

for their continuing prosperity. How many tears do British workers shed for those 

genuinelv exploited worxcrs?The British worker is xcortaifcly no paragon of xiriuo 

virtues, ’’uniquoly placdd to overthrow the class system* 

1C**Who” do you think are the agents of social change M .asko Tony* inis is a ro- -1 
cri dc occur and one which all radicals must utter sometime when they realise 
their'own helplessness*Is it a comforting but totall y romantic notion that 
ome particular group constitutes the’chosen fort.* who will save the world*po 
.popular choices are ths workers the young and women.TH q simple fact is ghat 
anyone can become disillusioned with capitalist/patriarchal soci by,banco 
anyonr 3 . can Tdo bii of nocicil clicin-o^° 

It is possible to go even. furth c r*If wo abandon the dogmas of anarchism, it 
becomes clear that in present day consumer society, it is not the workers who 
desire a radical change in society* On the whole, they want more of the samo- • 
more canned foods, more cars, more colour TVs. The most obvious place to look 
for the agents of social change is among those who have boon educated not 
conditioned,, who can clearly see the ideology of capitalism, who have tasted 
the fruits of consumer society and found them wanting-in <-•, word, amon^ the dio 
affected middle class, and especially among students. Indeed, it 1ms largely - 
been those people who have been in the forefront of the major social upliovald 
which have occurred in modern times- America in the sixties, Frrmco 60 , 

. c • 

Baador-Meinhof etc. 

AS for the worker* taking ovor the moans of production and dictriTmtaon, 
the whole idea ooono a trifle. ludiorouo. Sorely one of the basic ills of our 
Kreioty io thotpoople buy thing* whioft they do not need in vast quantities, 
honoo a largo number of people .are producing geode which no-one need*. Thun, 
■cone the revolution 1 , our new-born anarohiat society will bo in charge of a. 
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eyeton of production and distributionwhich is largely irrolovant to it 
nS<h£t ^yndiorflidm. to:;tho : 

"Many nominally-socialiat countries, by appropriating and subsequently 
developing a mode of production e»* initially formulated within a capital¬ 
ist framework, have been obliged to introduce forme of social organis¬ 
ation and control that arc essentially capitalist in nature in oraor 
to make effective usoof this technology," (David Dickson, *Alternative 

Technology and the Politics of technical Change) 

Them is one approach, which DAM coonc to ignore, which circumvents 

the whole 'ineffectual reformism versus biood-and -guts revolution dilemma, 
This is the co-operative/commune movement. This movement m often c,co- 
used of political naivety, isolationism and so on. Few statements could 
be further from the truth. In man y ways, comimmards arc years rhead 
of the «street-fighting men 1 . They have realised that armed struggle 
can only "transfer power from one set of boys to another sot of boy- • 
(Ptebin Morgan) What is needed is groups, aiming to outgrow rather than 
overthrow the- State, *What wo want is not the overthrow of the govern¬ 
ment, but a situation where it gets lost in the shuffle*. The commune 

movement provides the only current means of doing this. 

So far as BAH provides a focus for struggle against the I 

am in favrur of -it f bat .it is not enough to build a movement on old re¬ 
sentments, on hatred and’ destructiveness. Positive visions are necessary? 
visions of new ways of living togoter as people, rather than as members 

ccgs'in t ho production machine, be it capitalist or anarcho-syn¬ 
dicalist. The ccmmunosmovomont is trying this, as is the feminist movo- 
m on t, DAM, on "the ether hand, has nothing new to offer, just tired old 
Baicuninist ideas re-oxprosso d to give them a false tinge of modernity, 




-i 'more violent than thou" badges for its members. 

Tern, member of, but net writing on behalf of, Hull group 


I say 


A supplement to Tom's articles 

It is often said that the revolution is a thing of the people, 
to hell with that. I'm tempted to add ’and tc hell with the people' 

P1 c o # 

use of the word 'people’ in this instance is invariably as a synonym 
for the working class or, to bo oli.itly more- r.ccurr.te, aucl eribracins (l 
the ’have-nots'. It generally orrolitclos the middle olaso/bourgoisie end 
certainly excludes the rich and powerful, and their iamillies. But an 
auHXChist society will havd to include everyone; and one way a± we can 
do that is by’’ aiding the natural evolution of a.more caring, more 
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individually responsible citizenry* Sometimes I’m afraid that it will be 
harder to bring the lumpen proles to our way of thinking than it will the 

Jamies Goldsmiths of this world, 

Brin vino* oeople round to our point of view — if that is not a too author- 

w of pivbbiiirc i*b ( I clid s w &idjsb d evolution) itigp.ii3 inxoriiiing 
a,nd propagandising. To this end I feel we should be looking to ten© over 
or, more practicably, infiltrate in depth, the means of communication 
rather than grabbing the means of production. Anyway, as acivo Paces of 
alternative techno logy, and simple, non— materialistic liicsuylcs, we na-ve 
ra,di oal ideals concerning production and distribution which most cm sour— 
goisod workers do not share, 

o > 

As a member of the middle class by virtue oi education and aspiration I 
have no time for sentimental tosh about seeking a, classloss society 

, r ' <u - ' . J - , j l 

through a working class revolution (to paraphrase DAM). Most of the 
informed thought, writing and action geared towards establishing a non- 

* v* 

authoritarian, and equable society comes from midc.lo class mines, (OK- 
that is a sweeping statement and unsubstantiated — because I *m writing ’-his 
on a holiday weekend and the reference books are closed — bub can 
provide chapter and verse to gainsay it?j A lot of those middle class 
minds were formed among the proletariat 5 for it is axiomatic chat oho 
cultural and political aspirations of labouring parents produce mi exile 
cla,ss (and ad. 1 toe bloody ofxon hour go is ) offspring. 

Be thankful for the middle classes. Their growing dissolusionment with 
materialism has already accomplished more to further the second soage Ox• 
orogross towards the anarchist dream than the la/ctor day muddling of bno 

* 1 

unions and LabLibCom Party, 

With the middle class the movement is merely going upmarket. 

Paul, member of Hull group,offering a 

persorial view, 

X / 


HOKES 


15 Sept, Edinburgh. Stop Tomess march and rally# Assemble 11a,.m, 

t Princes Street to a rally on the Meadows* 


Waverley Bridge, March dow: 
Speakers, Roy Harper, Boys 
please- content SCRAM , 


of the Lough. Any .group definitely attending, 

jurgh 3. 



16 Sept, Morocambo. Anti-Hoysham demo. Assemble 11a.m., 
Pier, then lp.m. walk to Heysham. Further details, Half Life, 

Lancs. • 


Contra,! 

















